Unit 3

Section A Longing for a New Welfare system

1. Pre-reading

1. 1 Background information 

Social Welfare 

Public assistance programs, commonly called “welfare”, provide cash or in-kind benefits for particular categories of the financially needy. The U.S. welfare system operates on both the federal and state levels. The federal welfare program is known as Social Security that provides benefits or assistance for childcare, disability, food and medical assistance (also known as medicaid). The state welfare programs, on the other hand, provide assistance to both individuals and local communities with state schooling and social insurance. 

1. 2 Topic-related video

1. 3 Topic-related discussion

2. While-reading

2. 1 Global reading

2. 1. 1 Understand the major details of the text

       1) How has the author chosen to live as a welfare client?

       He has chosen to live a life of complete honesty by drumming up some business and drawing cartoons for magazines.  

2) According to para.15, what does the author think of the current welfare system? 

The system so easily lends itself to abuse by the welfare givers as well as by the clients.  

3) What kind of new welfare system does the author dream of?

He dreams of a new system that will encourage the clients and help them develop their talents, rather than seek to convict them of cheating.

2. 1. 2 Understand organization of the text

       1) Main idea of the text

       John Callahan was a welfare client with spinal cord injuries. Despite the fact that many clients cheated the system for some extra money, he lived a completely honest life by drumming up some business and drawing cartoons for magazines. He felt embarrassed whenever the case worker inspected his house and whenever he had to have his wheelchair repaired. He dreamed of a new system that would not so easily be abused by the welfare givers as well as by the clients so that one day he could earn some of his living without being suspected of cheating.

2) Text structure analysis

Part One (Para.1-3): Since many welfare clients cheat the system for a little more money, those caseworkers has become detectives and feel they are entitled to have clients bow to them as compensation.

Part Two (Para.4-14): This part is about some problems with the present welfare system: welfare caseworkers’ frequent inspection, welfare clients’ difficulties in obtaining help, and so on.

Part Three (Para.15-17): The author gives some suggestions to improve the present welfare system.  

2. 2 Detail reading

2. 2. 1 Words and phrases

1) drum up (L.6) 

try hard to get support, customers, business ,etc.

    为了招揽生意这家百货商场进行打折活动。

The department sore is offering big discounts to drum up business. 

He had flown to the north of the country to _____________. (为竞选争取支持)

(drum up support for the campaign)

2) deep down (L.11) 

in sb’s true feeling

他心里明白手术的失败是他的过错。

Deep down, he knew the failure of the operation was his fault.

___________, I know I love him really.  (在我内心深处)

(Deep down inside myself)

3) be entitled to (L.13)  

have the right to have or do sth. 

每个人都有权发表自己的意见。

Everyone's entitled to his or her own opinion. 

It is well-known that the retired workers in our country _________.(有权享受免费医疗)

(are entitled to free medical care)

4) practically (L.15)

ad. almost; very nearly

由于房间几乎满了，他只好站在角落。

He had to stand in the corner for the room was practically full.

With that crack in it, the vase __________.(几乎一文不值)

(is worth practically nothing)

5) talk back (L.26)   

reply rudely

顶嘴的孩子被认为是不懂礼貌。

Children who talk back are regarded as disrespectful. 

In his youth he lost several jobs, just because ________. (他敢于顶嘴)

(he dared to talk back)

6) bid (L. 42)

n. an offer to pay a certain price at a sale, esp. at an auction

这副画的最高竞价是多少？

What was the highest bid for the painting?

Many government heads sent messages of congratulations to us for our success ______________ in Beijing. (获得2008年奥运会主办权)

(in the bid to host the 2008 Olympic Games)

7) alert (L. 42)

a. quick to see, understand act in a particular situation

晚上开车时，务必保持头脑清醒。

Try to stay alert while driving at night. 

As a system administrator, he should ____________ on the Net.(警惕任何可能的攻击)

(be alert to any possible attack)

8) lend oneself/sb. to (L. 56)    

be easily used for a particular activity or result

这种温暖的天气很容易让人入睡。

This warm weather lends itself to sleeping. 

Her voice doesn't really________. (适合唱歌)

(lend itself to singing)

9) thrive (L. 65) 

v. grow or develop well and vigorously 

在光照和水分充足的地方植物通常长得茂盛。

Plants usually thrive in places where there is plenty of sunshine and water.

A business can not _______________. (没有良好的管理生意不会兴隆)

(thrive without good management)

10) convict of (L.67) 

declare sb. guilty of a crime 

如果被判有罪，他将面临六年的监禁。

If convicted of the charge he could face a prison sentence of six years.

The crime was looked into carefully before he ___________.（被判犯有谋杀罪）

(was convicted of murder)

2. 2. 2 Sentence patterns

1）Typical patterns for handling problems:

原句：Faced with sharing a dinner of raw pet food with the cat, many people in wheelchairs I know bleed the system for a few extra dollars. (L.1-3)

我认识的许多坐轮椅的人面临与宠物猫分吃生猫食的窘境，都会向福利机构多榨取几美元。

句型提炼：

Faced with…, sb.…  

面临着……(的困难)，……

应用：

面临着失业的威胁，这些工人只好屈服并回到工作岗位上。

Faced with the threat of losing their jobs, these workers had to yield and went back to work. 

2）Typical patterns for transition:

原句：It’s impossible to jump off welfare and suddenly be making two thousand dollars a month. But I would love to be able to pay for some of my living and not have to go through an embarrassing situation every time I need a spare part for my wheelchair.  (L.51-54)

要脱离福利救济，一下子做到每月能挣 2,000美元是不可能的。但我很想自己负担部分生活费用，不必在每次需要为轮椅买点配件时都去尴尬地求人。

句型提炼：

It’s impossible to do sth. But sb …  虽然…..是不可能的，但是……

应用：

扒手总是会想出新的花招，因此想让你自己绝对安全是几乎不可能的。但是你可以大大增加扒手偷窃的难度。

Pickpockets are always coming up with new ideas, so it’s nearly impossible to make yourself completely safe. But you can make their work a lot harder.

2.2.3 Difficult sentences

1）Oh, I’m tempted to get paid under the table. But even if I yielded to that temptation, big magazines are not going to get involved in some sticky situation. (L.7-9）

噢，私下里领一笔钱当然对我也挺有吸引力，但即使我抗不住这种诱惑，我投稿的那些大杂志也不会去给自己惹麻烦。

Meaning: I feel a desire to make money secretly or to be paid without being known to others. But even if I couldn’t resist that temptation, big magazines I am working for won’t agree to get themselves into trouble by telling lies for my sake.

2）“You know, Mr. Callahan, I’ve heard that you put a lot more miles on that wheelchair than average.” (L.31-32）

“您是知道的，卡拉汉先生，我听说您的那台轮椅比一般人用得多得多。

Meaning: “You know, Mr. Callahan, I’ve heard that you use your wheelchair more often than the average clients do. No wonder that’s why your wheelchair is always breaking down.”

3. Post-reading

3. 1 Useful expressions

1. 渴望/盼望……                                    to long for…   (Title)

2. 面临着……                                         to be faced with…  (L. 1)

3. 向……榨取……                                 to bleed… for…  (L. 2)

4. 竭力争取；大力招揽                           to drum up   (L. 6)

5. 私下，背地里                                      under the table (L. 8)

6. 向……屈服                                         to yield to… (L. 8)

7. 卷入……                                            to get involved in… (L. 9)

8. 在心底                                                deep down (L. 11)

9. 愚弄某人                                             to make fools of sb. (L. 12)

10. 有权利做某事                                    to be entitled to (do) sth. (L. 13)

11. 是……的暗示                                    to be the cue to do sth.  (L. 26)

12. 顶嘴                                                  to talk back (L. 26)

13. 就某事训斥某人                                to lecture sb. about sth. (L. 29)

14. 四处走动                                         to get around (L. 32)

15. 拿到最低的竞价                                to get the cheapest bid (L. 41)

16. 逐渐脱离……                                   to make a gradual shift away from… (L. 50)

17. 突然脱离/摆脱                                  to jump off (L. 51)

18. 成为……的捍卫者                             to act as a champion for… (L. 55)

19. 适宜于……                                       to lend oneself to… (L. 56)

20. 证明/宣判某人有罪                            to convict sb. of doing (sth. wrong) (L. 66)

3. 2 Summary of the text

Life in a wheelchair is tough. Living on welfare is just like sharing a dinner of raw pet food with the cat. Many welfare clients do not have money to live a decent life. As a result, bleeding the welfare system for extra money becomes normal. However, the author have opted to live a life of complete honesty. Being honest, however, is not without its problems. Caseworkers will greatly increase the frequency of their visits and leave behind a thick pile of forms for the client to fill out, accounting for every penny. These rules unfortunately tend to transform caseworkers from being helpers of the poor to being detectives constantly searching for any forms of cheating. 

3. 3 Writing

3. 4 Assignments

1) Finish all the exercises of Section A.

2) Preview Section B, including reading skills.

3) Writing: 

Section B  A Blind Man Helped Me See the Beautiful World
1. Reading skill

1. 1 Understanding Figurative Language

We learned how to understand figurative language in Unit 5 and Unit 10, Book 2 and Unit 4, Book 3. The ability to recognize and explain figurative language may help us fully understand a writer’s point and it is crucial to a better understanding of what we read.  To make language clearer, more interesting, and more striking, writers often use expressions that are not literally true, making comparisons in their writing. Figurative language―language that compares―paints a picture for the reader. Figurative language can be confusing if it is understood literally. 

1. 2 Examples

Example 1:

Oh, I’m tempted to get paid under the table. (Para. 2, Reading Passage A, Unit 3)

Explanation: under the table―without others knowing that I’m working to make money.

Example 2:

But even if I yielded to that temptation, big magazines are not going to get involved in some sticky situation. (Para. 2, Reading Passage A, Unit 3)

Explanation: sticky situation―situation that one cannot get rid of.

Example 3:

But after a few years in a system that practically requires people to lie, they become like the one I shall call “Suzanne”, a detective in shorts. (Para. 3, Reading Passage A, Unit 3)

Explanation: a detective in shorts―the caseworker is being compared to a detective and a sportsman who chased the clients and tried to find faults with them.

1. 3 Text reading

1) bear witness to (L.3)

provide evidence of the truth of sth. 

这些试验证明新车的质量很好。

The tests bear witness to the quality of the new car. 

The ruins of temples, theatres and villas all _____ of the Roman Empire.（见证了过去的辉煌）

(bear witness to the past greatness)

2) dense (L.8)

a. closely packed together; thick

由于浓雾当地机场被迫关闭。

The local airport has been closed because of dense fog.

Remember, even a small fire can fill your home with ________ in a couple of minutes.

(有毒的浓烟)

(dense and poisonous smoke)

3) charter (L.9)

v. rent (a vehicle, esp. an aircraft) for a special use

公司包了一架飞机送他回家参加婚礼。

The company chartered a plane to fly him home for the wedding.

International Aid Agencies ______________ to the disaster area. (租了几艘船只运送物资)

(have chartered ships to transport supplies )

4) angle (L.12)

n. a particular way of presenting or thinking about a situation, problem, etc.

他从政治角度来写新闻事件。

He wrote the news story from the political angle. 

A creative person tends to __________. （从新的角度看待问题)

(approach a problem from a new angle)

5) steer (L. 19)

v. control the direction of (a vehicle);take sb. or sth. or cause them to go in a particular direction

他挽着她的手臂，将她引向门口。

He took her arm and steered her towards the door.

He managed to __________________.（把话题从他的离婚事件中引开了）

(steer the conversation away from his divorce)

6) intensity (L.33)

n. the state or quality of being intense

暴风雨更加猛烈了。

The storm resumed with even greater intensity.

_______________ can be estimated by observing its effects. (地震的强度)

(The intensity of an earthquake)

7) highlight (L.42)

v. attract attention to or emphasize (sth. important)

报告强调了当今社会所面临的主要问题。

The report highlights the major problems facing society today.

Case studies ______________ on local populations as well as on ecosystems.

(强调了旅游业的发展对经济和文化的冲击）

(highlight the economic and cultural impacts of tourism development)

8) overhead (L.51)

a.&ad.. above your head, in the sky

鸟儿从天空飞过，飞向南方。

Birds flew overhead on their way south. 

I think this room would be better lit ________, as well as table lamps.（如果屋里有吊灯）

(if it had overhead lights)

9) hold up (L.52)

raise sth; keep sth. raised

女人能顶半边天。

Women hold up half the sky. 

When we drove up to the four corners the police officer _____________.（举手示意我们停车）

(held up his hand as a signal for us to stop)

10) skim the surface (L.59)

look at or think about only the easy or obvious part of sth.

这份报告只是肤浅地涉及了这个主题。

This report has only skimmed the surface of the subject. 

The problem of poverty is very difficult; _________. (我们只是触及了问题的表面)

(we have just skimmed the surface of it.)

2. Revision

2. 1 Multiple choice

1) Prices of goods are governed by the cost of the ______ materials, as well as by the cost of production.   

A) primitive                    B) rough

C) original                      D) raw

2) In the countryside there are no ________ and no free medical care for the aged.   

A) wages                     B) pensions

C) profits                           D) rewards

3) You are legally _________ take faulty goods back to the store where you purchased.

A) entitled to                    B) involved in

C) associated with                          D) assigned to

4) The headmaster has_______ views about what his pupils should wear.

A) noble                          B) flexible

C) liberal                    D) liable

5) She made a _______of $200 to the Children's Hospital.

A) publication                    B) donation

C) acquisition                    D) quotation

6) It is frightening for a youngster to feel that he is in charge of himself; it's like being in a car without ________.

A) brakes                           B) controls

C) gears                            D) signals

7) Environmental protection is _________ national and local economic development.   

A) related to                        B) involved in

C) included in                       D) subjected to

8) She made a _____ of $ 69,000 for the flat, which was accepted.

A) currency                       B) proposal

C) bid                              D) purchase

9) After the recent bomb attacks, members of the public are being warned to be _____ at all times and to look out for any suspicious packages.

A) alert                            B) aware

C) cautious                         D) nervous

10) If the rain doesn't stop, people will be ________ serious flooding.   

A) facing with                B) faced with

C) subjecting with             D) subjected with

11) It was _______ to the media that the president had resolved to fight.

A) leaked                      B) loosened

C) relieved                     D) issued

12) How do you _______your long absence from classes without asking for leave?

A) account for                          B) count on

C) account of                   D) count for

13) They were ___ of armed robberies and sentenced to 15 years and 14 years respectively.

A) convicted                    B) convinced

C) sentenced                    D) condemned

14) Most flowers will not ____ without sunshine.

A) cultivate                     B) boom

C) sustain                     D) thrive

15) I decided to keep a low ______, after all I was a guest.

A) profile                     B) position

C) attitude                         D) mood

16) If you throw away your credit card _______ and someone else gets it, they can use the number to buy things in your name.

A) cheque                   B) ticket

C) receipt                     D) label

17) I eventually found the letter I was looking for under a ____ of papers.

A) stock                         B) stack

C) piece                         D) sequence

18) A small ______ plane crashed into a hillside in Northern England yesterday, killing six people.

A) assembled                           B) dominated

C) monitored                     D) chartered

19) Mr. Thomson is strongly opposed to the proposal of constructing a power plant in the area that is ____ populated.

A) densely                     B) vastly

C) enormously                    D) largely

20) In the ______ of physics, Albert Einstein was a genius.

A) settlement                     B) operation

C) realm                     D) scope

21) He took the evening newspaper and _______ quickly through the story in minutes.

A) plunged                     B) perceived

C) sketched                    D) skimmed

22) The _______ of our trip to New York was going to the top of Empire State Building. 

A) peak                     B) boom

C) summit                     D) highlight

23) They're such a conventional family --- they must have been frightened when their son ____ his hair pink.

A) soaked                     B) sketched

C) dyed                      D) dipped

24) The driver was accused of running red lights, crossing hands on the _____ wheel, lack of concentration and insufficient use of the rearview mirror. 

A) stirring                      B) driving

C) steering                      D) rotating

25) The doorway was so low that we had to _____ to go through it.

A) lower                     B) lean

C) stoop                     D) bow

26) Niagara Falls is a great tourist ____, drawing millions of visitors every year.

A) attention                     B) attraction

C) appointment                     D) arrangement

27) Most of them are not used to food and _____ for home; some find it difficult to observe the regulation about time.

A) desire                        B) hope

C) long                          D) wish

28) More than $20,000 has been paid in ______ to victims of another poisoned water accident in the region.    

A) installment                      B) compensation

C) substitution                      D) commitment

29) The longer one is out of teaching the harder it is to ______ confidence and the ability to teach again.

A) set up                    B) put up

C) build up                     D) catch up

30) Since the Gulf war, the United States and Britain have used the United Nations to ______ Iraq for more cheap oil.     

A) bleed                        B) wound

C) devote                           D) depart

2. 2 Error correction

1) Inspired by the beautiful scenery of his hometown, he wrote a novel entitled to My Hometown, 

    A                                                       B

which immediately captured the attention of the country.

C               D

(B. entitled)

2) Traditionally, women were supposed to being especially concerned about clothing, while men 

                                    A                     B 

took pride in the fact that they were completely lacking in clothes consciousness.  

     C                                   D        

      (A. be)

3) When facing with concerns such as these, the government of a developed country may well            A                                               B

prefer to see a slowly increasing population, rather than one which is stable or in decline.

        C                                         D

(C. faced with)

4) People have discovered that many couples who get married young lead unhappy lives and they 

                                      A                  B

deeply regret to have been married young.   

  C            D

 (D. having been)

5) The statement goes as following: "Every one of those mothers loves and needs her daughter more 

               A      B          C                                           D

than her daughter will ever love or need her mother."   

(B. as follows)

2. 3 Text extension

Discussion: Is a normal person always better at perceiving the beautiful world than a blind one?  

3. Assignments

1) Finish all the exercises of Section B

2) Read the article of Section C and finish the related exercises.






















































